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Coastal Protection & Restoration Authority Board Meeting 

Wednesday, September 21, 2022 

 State Captiol-House Committee Room 1 

900 N. Third Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

9:30AM 

 

The following constitute minutes of the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority Board Meeting and are not a verbatim 

transcript of the proceedings. Audio and video recordings of the meetings are available for viewing and kept at the Office of the 

Governor-Coastal Activities Office in Baton Rouge, LA.  

 

I. Call to Order 

 

II. Opening Remarks      

 
III. Roll Call 

Chairman Kline, Executive Assistant, Coastal Activities   Present 
Keith Lovell, DNR       Present 
Billy Williamson for Pat Landry, DOTD     Present 
Cole Garrett, LDWF       Present  
Johnathan McFarland for Sec. Brown, DEQ    Present 
Pat Witty, LED       Absent 
Joey Breaux, LDAF       Present 
Pat Forbes for Barbara Goodson, DOA      Present 
Billy Broussard, LDI       Absent 
Casey Tingle, GOHSEP      Present 
Karen Gautreaux, Gov’s Advisory Comm-Chair    Absent 
Scott Burke, Barataria Basin       Present 
Monica Gorman, Pontchartrain Basin     Absent 
Bill Bubriq,Plaq Parish Coastal Zone/ Mississippi Delta Basin  Present  
Cory Kief for Dwayne Bourgeois,Terrebonne Basin   Present 
Tim Matte for Bill Hidalgo, Atchafalaya Basin    Present 
Laurie Cormier, Calcasieu/Sabine Basin     Present 
Stephen Sagrera, Teche/Vermillion Parish    Absent 
Rep. Zeringue, Ex-officio, Designee of the Speaker of the House  Present 
Sen. Hensgens, Ex-officio, Designee of the President of the Senate  Absent 
Michael Ince, Designee for the Lieutenant Governor    Present 
President Guy McInnis, Breton Sound Basin    Present 

 
IV. Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Mr. Matte 
Second by Mr. Lovell 
Unanimously Approved 
 

V. Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Ms. Cormier 
Second by Mr. Bubrig 
Unanimously Approved 
 

VI. Old Business/Announcements 
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VII. CPRA Implementation Update— Bren Haase, CPRA (video 00:1:43) Mr. Haase presented to the board that 

there are 101 active projects.  36 of them are in construction, 58 are in E&D, with 7 more in the planning 

stage. Of the projects now being constructed, 26 are hurricane protection projects and 42 are creating 

marsh.  Marsh creation leads the way in E&D with 31 projects moving toward the construction phase. Bayou 

De Cade Ridge & Marsh Creation was completed on August 11 Freshwater Bayou Shoreline in Vermilion 

Parish and the Henderson Lake Water Management Spoil Bank Gapping in St. Landry and St. Martin parishes 

are now under construction. The initial Caminada Headland Back Barrier Marsh Creation (BA-171) project 

was designed to create and nourish 385 acres of back barrier marsh south of Louisiana Highway 1 between 

Bay Champagne and areas east of Bayou Moreau. It will now create and nourish over 900 acres of back 

barrier marsh. Grand Isle Breakwaters The project consists of the construction of five (5) new emergency 

breakwaters along the Gulf side of Cheniere Caminada. The proposed breakwater structures are to be 

constructed out of LADOTD 1000 lb. class stone to El. +6.0’ (NAVD88), and will also consist of a bedding 

layer constructed out of LADOTD 55 lb. class stone atop geocomposite. Also included in the project scope 

are nine (9) navigation aids that are to be installed adjacent to the proposed breakwater structures. Mr. 

Haase also announced that the FY 23 Conservation and Restoration Partnership Fund RFP is now open with 

the deadline being on Oct 21, 2022. 

 

 

VIII. Sediment Diversion Program Update – Bren Haase, Brad Barth and Brian Lezina, CPRA (video 00:22:47) 

Mr. Haase, Lezina and Barth gave an update on the Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion Project. Updates 

included the following information: Timeline- Started in 2016 (second permit); Draft released in 2021 – 

comment period; FEIS (posted Monday, RP released today, official public review date starts Friday); Record 

of Decision – permitting decision by USACE (section 10/404 on the district level, 408 is division level) 

anticipated December 2023; Next steps: Substantial engineering complete at ROD (95%), 100% Q1 2023. 

EIS is a document produced by USACE – details potential benefits and impacts of the project (Available on 

the corps’ website). Incorporates modeling and data from various parties; analyzes an exhaustive list of 

resources (water quality and salinity down to construction dust). They also stated that the Mitigation Plan 

funding has increased from $300 million to $378 million.  

 

IX. Louisiana Community and Technical College System Workforce Development Partnership – Susana 

Schowen, LCTCS (video 01:15:51) Ms. Schowen updated the board on how LCTCS has evolved to better 

serve the state. In regards to LCTCS Mid Barataria Sediment Diversion Partnership, LCTCS will work with 

AWA to quantify and prioritize occupations and they will develop collaborative regional workforce 

solutions. LCTCS has a LA Infrastructure Skills Academy (LISA) which will focus on degrees in relation to 

infrastructure projects. 

 

X. Federal and Congressional Update  –  Neal McMillin, Governor’s Office (video: 1:40:11)  

Mr. McMillin updated the board on Upcoming IIJA Opportunities—NOAA: Mr. McMillin stated that NOAA’s 

Coastal Habitat Restoration and Resilience Grants for Underserved Communities has been extended 

through  
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Oct 5, 2022. $10 million available for small grants ($75K - $1M) to projects for coastal habitat restoration 

are led by, or partnered with, underserved communities.  Up to $56 million available for grants ($100K - 

$15M) through NOAA’s Marine Debris Program under the NOAA Office of Response and Restoration.  

Proposals are considered on a rolling basis.  Applications close on September 30, 2022.  FEMA’s $60 million 

Swift Current Initiative for Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) closes on October 3, 2022.  $40 million 

available to Louisiana. Funding is to address severe repetitive loss/repetitive loss of NFIP-insured 

unmitigated properties.  In regards to The Inflation Reduction Act, Mr. McMillin highlighted the following 

for the board members; The Inflation Reduction Act – Key Funding Opportunities: $3 billion for 

Environmental and Climate Justice Block Grants through EPA. $2.6 billion to conserve and restore coastal 

habitats through NOAA.  $750 million for federal agencies to conduct NEPA reviews for infrastructure 

projects. $250 million for wildlife recovery and habitat restoration related ESA listed species and/or to 

National Wildlife Refuges and state wildlife management areas through USFWS. The Inflation Reduction 

Act – Key Energy Provisions: The IRA ensures that offshore oil & gas activity is conducted in concert with 

offshore wind. This situation has relevance for coastal funding through GOMESA and potentially 

RISEE/BREEZE. In closing, Mr. McMillin stated, The Inflation Reduction Act – Pending Manchin-Schumer 

Deal on Energy Permitting Reform. To secure his vote on the Inflation Reduction Act, Chairman Manchin 

obtained a commitment from Majority Leader Schumer on permitting reform, specifically for energy 

projects.  

 

XI. Resolution Creating the R. King Milling Distinguished Coastal Service Award –  Chip Kline, Chairman  

(video 01:56:15)  Motion by: Ms. Cormier     2nd by: Mr. Williamson   unanimously approved by members 

 

XII. Public Comment  

 

XIII. Adjourn 

 
Motion by Ms. Cormier 
Second by Rep. Zeringue 
Unanimously Approved 


